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and industrious, immensely quick to grasp the complicated
details of any question. Moreover (and that surprised
them more) he was patient, courteous, considerate, and
conciliatory. Outsiders who had business to transact with
the department were agreeably surprised to find him so
accessible, so polite, so willing to listen to their side of
the question, and so ready to accept advice* How difficult
it is to " spoil " Lloyd George by any sort of honour and
position, we who have seen him pass with hardly a scar
through the highest position in the State, know quite well,
and we have long learned to take it for granted; but it came
as a surprise to people who had bitter experience of the
ways of the average " self-made " man, but who did not
know Lloyd George, that he showed no symptoms of pride
and arrogance when he first took office. " During thirty
years," declared an old servant of the House of Commons,
" I have only known one member whose manner and way
of speaking did not change after he had become a Cabinet
Minister. That one is Lloyd George." He has never
undervalued himself, nor made pretence to a false modesty;
but his entire self-possession, complete absence of affecta-
tion, and uniform courtesy to high and low, have preserved
him from ever acquiring the sort of stiff pompousness
which is far too often the characteristic of the highest
servants of the State.
Many of the true friends of the new President had
doubted whether he would acquit himself well in a depart-
ment in which there is so little room for drama, so few
opportunities for making eloquent speeches. But they
were soon set at ease, A lover of hard work, especially 6f
official drudgery, Lloyd George can never be said to have
been, but his powerful will does not fail to bring him up
to the required pitch when a difficult and burdensome task
has to be handled* He has always craved for new worlds